
	
2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Candidate First Name: Joseph D. "Joe" 
Candidate Last Name: Hooe 
Political Office Sought: State Senator 
Legislative District: Legislative District 12 
Political Party: Republican 
County: Baltimore County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole 
Commission, not the Governor, is the final decision-maker? No 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your 
term in office, will you support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, 
which have been most harmed by marijuana criminal laws? Unsure 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the 
same non-discrimination laws as public schools? Yes 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding 
investigations of law enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to 
records regarding investigations of criminal conduct by members of the public? Yes 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right 
to vote, regardless of entanglement with the criminal justice system? No 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech 
and intellectual freedom by requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles 
and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful content on the Internet? 
Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration 
with federal immigration enforcement efforts? No 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal 
justice system with programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to 
men? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, 
independent bodies outside of police departments to conduct the investigations of 
complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead to departmental discipline? 
No 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish 
an updated, equitable funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the 
state? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for 
discrimination in places of public accommodations? Unsure 



Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and 
civil liberties in Maryland. As a business person and past volunteer fire fighter, I have 
served for decades to protect the lives of all our community’s residents. Additionally, I 
have provided Marylanders with a business that is respectful of all people. 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil 
rights and civil liberties in Maryland. If elected, I will among many things protect our 
freedom of speech, assembly, press and the right to self-defense. Protecting freedom 
is of great importance to me.     



	
2018 Statewide Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Candidate First Name: Clarence K. 
Candidate Last Name: Lam 
Political Office Sought: State Senator 
Legislative District: Legislative District 12 
Political Party: Democratic 
County: Howard County 
QUESTION: Do you support depoliticizing the process by ensuring that the Parole 
Commission, not the Governor, is the final decision-maker? Yes 
QUESTION: If adult recreational consumption of marijuana is legalized during your 
term in office, will you support diversion of tax revenues to communities of color, 
which have been most harmed by marijuana criminal laws? Yes 
QUESTION: Should private schools that receive taxpayer dollars be subject to the 
same non-discrimination laws as public schools? Yes 
QUESTION: Should the MPIA be amended to allow disclosure of records regarding 
investigations of law enforcement misconduct using the same standards that apply to 
records regarding investigations of criminal conduct by members of the public? Yes 
QUESTION: Should all Marylanders participate in our democracy by retaining the right 
to vote, regardless of entanglement with the criminal justice system? Yes 
QUESTION:  Should the state take steps to protect Marylanders' free speech 
and intellectual freedom by requiring ISPs to adhere to net neutrality principles 
and provide their customers with equal access to all lawful content on the Internet? 
Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland limit state and local law enforcement’s collaboration 
with federal immigration enforcement efforts? Yes 
QUESTION: Should Maryland be required to provide women and girls in the criminal 
justice system with programs and services substantially equivalent to those offered to 
men? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to allow the creation of professional, 
independent bodies outside of police departments to conduct the investigations of 
complaints of misconduct by police officers that may lead to departmental discipline? 
Yes 
QUESTION: Do you commit to funding the approximate $2 billion needed to establish 
an updated, equitable funding formula that will meet the needs of students across the 
state? Yes 
QUESTION: Should state law be amended to provide for a civil remedy for 
discrimination in places of public accommodations? Yes 



Please provide two examples of your advocacy to protect and promote civil rights and 
civil liberties in Maryland. I have been the lead sponsor of legislation to require health 
insurance companies to recognize pregnancy as a "major life event" so that women 
who do not have insurance and who become pregnant will be able to enroll in 
coverage (HB1038, 2018).    I was also the lead advocate on behalf of the Asian 
American and Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus for the Maryland Trust Act of 2017 
(HB1362). As the legislative chair of the caucus, I provided written and oral testimony 
in support of this bill. 
Please provide two examples of what you will do if elected to protect and promote civil 
rights and civil liberties in Maryland. I am concerned that individuals with mental 
health conditions are more likely to be incarcerated or serve time in the criminal 
justice system. As a physician, I believe these individuals need to be offered 
treatment, and so I will advocate for legislation that will screen all individuals entering 
our jails and prisons and ensure that those who need treatment receive it.  I also 
believe that minority drivers are more likely to be pulled over by law enforcement, and 
I will be willing to sponsor legislation that reduces the continued likelihood of 
discrimination against minorities.  


